Larvicidal activity of the entomopathogenic fungus Tolypocladium cylindrosporum (Deuteromycotina: Hyphomycetes) on the mosquito Aedes triseriatus and the black fly Simulium vittatum (Diptera: Simuliidae).
Laboratory bioassays evaluated the pathogenicity of the entomopathogenic fungus Tolypocladium cylindrosporum against Aedes triseriatus. All larval instars were found to be susceptible at temperatures from 18 to 25 degrees C. Blastoconidia were more virulent than conidia. Mortality was proportional to exposure time in assays using blastoconidia. Blastoconidia and exposure time appear to be a more adequate method for bioassay of T. cylindrosporum virulence than the standard procedure of using conidia and continuous exposure. Tolypocladium cylindrosporum was also active against Simulium vittatum black fly larvae, but the mortality recorded was much lower than with mosquito larvae.